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TAMPA — You've heard of America's 10 most wanted, but what about America's 10 most klutzy?

Matthew Burger, a north Tampa investment counselor, was named one of the 10 least-handy husbands in North America, thanks to an essay his wife wrote.

More than 1,000 wives across the United States and Canada sent in essays to the Meredith Corp. in New York City for its Least Handy Husband Contest.

Belinda Burger described her 44-year-old husband's attempt to paint the trim of their garage roof. He slipped off, landing on his rump in the driveway, and the paint can came tumbling down on top of him. The family ended up with a spotted roof, splotched driveway and a splattered new Mazda SUV. And Matthew got a painful reminder of it all — a big bruise on his hip.

"To his credit, however, in the end, the house was finished, and the paint job looks great," his wife wrote.

The car cleaned up well — and so did her husband.

"It was really my 14-year-old daughter who insisted that we enter the contest," Matthew Burger said. "I'm a hit-and-miss kind of guy."

Once, while checking out a problem with his son's car radio, he accidentally flipped the gearshift into neutral. The car rolled into the basketball goal, ripping the door off.

The contest coincided with the release of Home Depot's new edition of "Home Improvement 1-2-3," a how-to book that sells for $34.95.

Burger and the other finalists won the entire "1-2-3" library.

Charles Clark, a 38-year-old dean of students at a middle school in Teaneck, N.J., took the grand prize: a five-day trip to New York and $1,000 Home Depot gift card. His unhandy job was installing a washer backward.

Reporter Nick Otto can be reached at (813) 259-7333.
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Matthew Burger has a splatter on his driveway where he and a paint can fell off the roof.
